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Tennis starts season 
with flawless record 


Benjamin Savallo 

Sports Editor 

Apache Tennis is firing on all cylinders 
this season. Both the men’s and women’s teams 
stand undefeated and don’t seem to be losing 
any ground anytime soon. Spring season means 
the teams are fighting a different beast than 
that of the fall season. 

“It’s more pressure on you to win the match 
because you’re not only doing it for yourself, 
you’re doing it for your team,” said Freshman 
Tennis Player Jasmine Asghar. 

During the spring season, instead of 
competing as individuals in singles or doubles 
matches, everyone is competing for their 
team. Each match is made up of three doubles 
matches and then six singles matches. And 
whoever wins the majority of these matches 
wins the match as a whole. 

“For me it’s more fun, playing on a team. In 
the fall, it was individual so it was a bit more on 
yourself. It puts a bit more pressure on you as an 


individual. If you play in a team environment 
and you still lose your match, the team can 
win,” said Sophomore Philip Franken. 

Since the start of the spring season, the 
men’s team has a 9-0 record, and didn’t lose any 
singles or doubles bouts in the last six matches. 
Women’s tennis is right beside them with a 7-0 
record, and won all nine in five of the last seven 
matches. But that doesn’t always mean each 
match was a cake walk for TJC. 

“Those can be deceptive sometimes, it’s not 
like football where you can win 70-0 and you 
know we are a lot better than them,” said Head 
Coach Dash Connell. “There’s been a couple 
of matches that we’ve won nine-oh, but there’s 
been four or five really close matches and we 
could lose a few of those and win five-four or 
six-three.” 

A lot of matches in the Saturday, Feb. 25 
match against Collin College at TJC, they too 
ended up being quite deceptive. Although both 

— see TENNIS page 5 — 



Sophomore Ferran Calvo 
rears back to serve to his 
opponent on Saturday, 
Feb. 25, 2017 against 
Collin College where both 
men’s and women’s went 
a perfect 9-0. 

Photo by Benjamin Savallo 


Tyler hosting painting parties for arts fundraiser 



(Left to right) 8-year-old Annabel Oosthuysen, her mother, Elaine Oosthuysen, and Berenice Campos experiment with the complimentary 6” x 6” canvases on Saturday, Feb. 25 at Strada Caffe. 

Gallery Main Street providing free canvases, paint and brushes for social art gatherings 


Marshall Cearfoss 
and Rob King 

“The premise is really simple. We purchase about a 
thousand six inch by six inch canvases every year, and we 
hand those out to anybody that comes in the gallery,” said 
Tyler Main Street Program Department Leader Beverly 
Abell. 

For six years, Gallery Main Street has hosted its aptly- 


named, 6x6@110 promotional arts fundraiser. 

“Even though we are a city department, we don’t receive 
a whole lot of city funding to do what we do,” said Abell, 
“basically, we receive our salaries, the rest of our programing 
has to be funded by fundraisers.” 

Since the conception of 6x6@110, Abell has organized 
and lead this annual, award-winning event. In preparation 
for the June 6 finale, when all of the art goes on sale, monthly 
public painting parties take place throughout Tyler. 


“From now until that last week of May, we’re going to be 
having painting parties all over town where we provide the 
paint, the canvases, the brushes, everything. You just come to 
these sites, and you can paint,” said Abell. 

During these painting parties, the public is welcome to 
join and manifest any artistic ideas upon the 6”x 6” canvases 
provided by the city. Participants are given up to three 

— see 6X.6@110 page 10 —- 


Requirements for on-campus living changing this year 


Austin Hall 

Student Life Editor 

Changes in requirements for housing eligibility will 
go into effect this year. The changes occurring concern 
background checks, credit hours and GPA.The changes are a 
product of the TJC administration’s effort to improve overall 
quality of life for campus residents. 

Every year the administration examines students’ 
behavior. 

“We take a point and we go back and look at all of our 
conduct records; what’s the most prevalent problem, how 


severe were those incidents and we’ll sit and look at our 
guidelines. And can we make a few tweaks and changes to 
improve and make it a better campus for all the students,” 
said Diana Karol, Director of Auxiliary Services. 

Karol, along with Vice President of Financial and 
Administrative Affairs Sarah Van Cleef, worked together 
to review guidelines. Based on that information, they have 
proposed changes to the executive cabinet that they believe 
will make positive changes for students living in the residence 
halls. 

Currently, a criminal background check is run on 
students before they are placed in housing. With the changes, 




the initial check will be run in the spring along with a second 
added check before the students move in. 

The 2016 - 2017 Residence Hall Contract Terms and 
Conditions states: 

“Student must be enrolled full-time in classes at TJC 
in at least 12 hours per semester. A student not enrolled in 
classes will not be able to remain in a Residence Hall,” stated 
in the 2016 - 2017 Residence Hall Contract Terms and 
Conditions. 

In the statement above, the type of classes taken in the 
— see CHANGES page 10 — 
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Guest Column 



Dr. Jeffrey Owens 

History Department Chair 


Some thoughts on 
global awareness 


GEOG 1303, World Regional 
Geography, is a TJC Core option. Last 
week, observing geography professors, I 
remembered why we teach this. What 
passes for news in our media is almost 
completely about U.S. politics. Listening to 
our leaders, it seems like we run the world. 
They assume were the most powerful 
country, and will be forever. Many empires 
through History have felt this, only to fall 
to debt, luxury, internal strife, and over¬ 
extended resources. 

The reunification of Germany and 
collapse of the Soviet Union left the USA 
as the sole remaining superpower. We have 
324 million people, which ranks 4th in world 
population. France and Germany built the 
European Union to counterbalance, and 
the EU has 514 million people. The USA 
sometimes has a “special relationship” 
with the UK, whose population is only 64 
million, but the 52 countries Britain once 
ruled have a population of 2.3 billion. Their 
use of English, shared political heritage, 
and business ties formed under the Empire 
make the Commonwealth valuable—but is 
it necessarily valuable to us? 

Globalists devised NAFTA, which 
cemented Mexico (123 million) and 
Canada (35 million) as trading partners 
for the USA. We currently send 19% of 
our exports to Canada, 16% to Mexico, 
8% to China, and 4% to Japan. On the 
other hand, 22% of our imports come 
from China, 13% from Canada, 13% from 
Mexico, and 6% from Japan and Germany. 
If your top supplier (22%) only buys 8% of 
what you sell, maybe it’s time to reevaluate 
that relationship. 

Meanwhile, Americans slumber and 
sleep, oblivious to the BRICS: Brazil- 
Russia-India-China-South Africa. The 
8th BRICS Summit met in 2016 in India, 
and meets this year in China. The BRICS s 
combined population is 3 billion. Brazil 


— see GLOBAL page 10 — 
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Cartoon by Sean Smith 

Editorial 



People seem to have forgotten our job description 


Media is the plural form of medium. It is defined as the varying 
forms of communication that reach people on a broad spectrum. A 
medium can be a variety of things: a newspaper, a magazine, the internet, 
radio, television, etc. In this sense, everything that you use in your daily 
life that connects you to the world at large and likely helps you perform 
many tasks or even your job is an extension of the media. 

Yet “the media” is a term that has taken a derogatory tone and is 
often directed at journalists specifically. It’s a stigmatization in the eyes 
of many, a label that forgets the richness of history of journalism in the 
United States and its establishment as a nation of free persons. Such 
disdain for finding facts and asking tough, awkward or even adversarial 
questions to people of power belies a rising current of anti-intellectualism. 
This is born from an ignorance of the brainwashed dystopian horror of 
state-run media and 24/7 propaganda machines found in countries like > 
North Korea. 

The current presidential administration is setting a terrifying 
precedent on Americas national stage when now overused terms like 
“fake news” are being applied to any verifiable facts that don’t fit a 
certain narrative. The press is being labeled an enemy of the people. Such 
vilification of one of our safeguards against tyranny won’t even stand 
with typically right-wing outlets like Fox News, a surefire sign that this 
is an issue outside of partisan politics. America has two shields in place 
that protect us from totalitarianism. A military that protects from threats 
abroad and a free press that “watches the watchmen” within. 

Recently, we have encountered significant disdain from certain 


faculty members and students for our publication. Many claim to see a 
bias in our words. They claim that we focus on only showing the bad side 
of Tyler Junior College. They seem to think we only care about reporting 
the violent crimes or drug busts that happen on our campus. 

But this simply is not true. Unlike many national news organizations, 
we don’t have an audience that reads us to affirm their own predetermined 
bias. For example, if Fox News were to suddenly show a left-wing bias, or 
CNN a right-wing bias, their regular audience would probably abandon 
them. We, on the other hand, have one goal in mind: Inform the student, 
faculty, administrative and alumni bodies of our school’s important news, 
both good and bad. We have absolutely nothing to gain from giving our 
school a bad image. We are all students. This is just as much our school 
as it is yours. We don’t want to graduate from a school with a negative 
reputation. But we are still journalists. Our job is to report everything of 
importance to the campus body. 

In all honesty, we report a vast majority of positive news happening 
on campus. In the case of our recent coverage, we have an overwhelming 
amount of positivity happening. Aside from a few arrests, nothing much 
has happened this semester as of yet. And yet people still disapprove 
and think we strive to make the school look bad. As much as we hope 
to avoid that image, our society thirsts for the negative. Regardless of 
whether people agree or disagree, they will seek conflict. 

We aren’t producing 12 pages of anger. We aren’t striving to give 
anyone or anything a false image. We are here to give you, the people 
who make Tyler Junior College great, what you need to know. 


Less indifference, more transparency 


Column 



Barbara Arroio 

Web Editor 


The other day, I heard someone saying 
that indifference is the cancer of this 
generation and that made me think. It made 
me think about how much I relate. I’ve met so 
many great people with so many great qualities 
that seem to completely wither once they 
start having interest in another person. After 
years of neglecting myself and losing great 
opportunities with all the amazing people I 
met, I finally allowed myself to not fear what 
the other - or others - are going to think of me 
for being transparent with my feelings. 


“Don’t expect anything, it’s probably not 
going to work. Don’t call the next day, don’t 
text good morning, he’s going to think it’s too 
much, he’s going to see how much you want 
him and lose all interest in you. Men don’t like 
nice women, they like the indifferent ones, the 
rude ones, those are the ones they’re going to 
chase the most. Or, if he calls the next day, be 
careful, he might be one of those clingy guys, 
too romantic.” 

There you have it, our culture of 
indifference. Showing our feelings and 
demonstrations of affection seem to be 
synonymous with weakness in our generation, 
and who wants to be the weak one, right? 
Who wants to be with someone weak? The 
result of that is an everlasting game, this 
endless arm wrestling of who can take more, 
of who pretends more, of who hides more, all 
because of fear. So, who’s weak now? 

If you want to play games, play the ones 
where everyone knows everything. Let the 
other know everything you’re bringing with 
you. Take off your masks, your shields and get 
rid of your fear. Get rid of the idea that the 
more you show, the more you’re taken for a 
fool. If that happens, trust me, you’re not the 

— see LIFE page 10 — 


Treat your server with respect 


Column 



Symone Sheppard 

Staff Writer 


If you are a college student, chances are 
you are juggling life while you attend your 
classes. This often includes working to pay 
your bills. I know I work and attend my classes 
and I can relate to the countless students who 
are struggling to maintain this lifestyle. You 
feel overwhelmed and stressed, especially if 
exams are right around the corner. 

For me, I work in the food industry upon 
dealing with my own classes. I know it’s one of 
the more common jobs students have because 
the schedule is often very flexible with classes. 


As a waitress, I’ve noticed a trend that I feel 
necessary to address. Every shift I work I am 
convinced more and more that people are not 
aware that servers make money through tips 
alone. 

A standard minimum wage for servers 
ranges about 2 to 3 dollars, depending on 
the location of the job. Normally, a typical 
paycheck is zeroed out if you are honest about 
the tips you record. 

It baffles me that people do not know the 
proper way to tip, even after decent service. I 
enjoy this type of work because I love food 
and I love helping people so it’s a win-win 
situation. However, I do plan on furthering 
my career after Tyler Junior College as I know 
a lot of students are planning as well. I like 
waitressing while I take classes because the job 
is flexible with my school schedule and I am 
still able to find time to study. My only wish 
is that the Tyler community understood how 
hard a server’s job actually can be and that we 
just want to be recognized for our hard work. 

I want to convey that it is not about being 
greedy, or ungrateful. It’s about making a 
living while trying to better your lifestyle. I am 
personally blessed with any amount of money 

— see SERVERS page 10 — 


CORRECTION 

In Volume 85, Issue 8, the article on page 3 titled “Two students facing capital murder charges” contained an error. In the last two paragraphs, the name “Robinson” was used. The correct name is “Richardson.” 


The DrumBeat is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press and the College Media Association, 2017 
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SSFAC funds distributed for spring semester 

Money from student service fees to goes to campus organizations 



Photo by Colten Sneed 

MINUTE TO WIN IT A crowd of students surround and cheer on sophomore Alexus Heard in a game during the 
Black History Month Game Show hosted by the Black Student Association on Monday, Feb. 27 in the Apache 
Rooms. The BSA is able to host events like this due to SSFAC funds. 


Colten Sneed 

News Editor 

Most student organizations need 
funding. To receive that funding at 
TJC, they must appeal to the Student 
Services Fee Allocation Committee 
or‘SSFAC/ 

“It is a group of students and two 
faculty members who gather together 
each semester to decide, essentially, 
how the student service fees are 
allocated,” said Director of Student 
Life Lauren Tyler 

Each organization that presents 
its case to the committee first sends 
in a proposal. In the proposal, the 
organization decides on how they 
want to use the money. The form is 
available to the organizations for 
a month, then the committee will 
prepare for a couple of weeks, and the 
organizations will present their case 
over a two-day span. 

“We average about 20 to 25 
organizations that came and presented 
to the committee each semester. The 
money is used for conferences, an 
event that the organization wants 
to host or whatever it may be. Every 
group is completely different in a lot 
of ways,” Tyler said. 

The organizations have five 
minutes to present their case to the 
committee. Once their presentation 
is complete, the committee then has 
another five minutes of questions 
for the group. On Feb. 2 and 3, the 
organizations gave their presentation 
to the committee, hoping to persuade 
the committee to allocate them the 
money they have asked for. 

“The committee is there for the 
meeting from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. each 
day. Friday they are in there until they 
decide how the money is allocated,” 
said Tyler. 

The student service fee pays for 


many of the popular activities that 
the campus hosts for the students. 
Compared to other local colleges, 
Tyler Junior College is one of the few 
that have a student service fee. 

“It puts TJC in a great position 
to be able to do what we do and 
to have a vibrant student life by 
having a student service fee. There 
are a lot of area colleges that do not 
have a student service fee that are 
really struggling to do some of the 
things that we are doing,” said Tyler. 
“Honestly, they just don’t have the 
financial support to do that.” 

Some of the events funded are the 
Spring Show, Winter Wonderland 
and the different conferences that 
students can attend. 

“A lot of the things students love 
about TJC and all of the things that 
we offer is paid for by the student 
service fee. It really sets us apart from 
some of the other colleges in the 
area because we can provide those 
awesome events,” said Tyler. 

One such organization is the 
Baptist Student Ministry, or BSM. 
Dr. Mark Jones, director of the BSM, 
plans to use the money for many of 
the group’s upcoming events. 

“We will use the money to 
lower the cost of our mission trip to 
Orange, Texas, around the Beaumont 
area. Not only that, but we will also 
use the money for our outreach 
program where we offer pancakes 
and bacon every Thursday night,” said 
Jones. “We are also hoping to host an 
international night. We did this a few 
years ago and it was a huge hit as we 
had many students from all around 
the world come.” 

The student service fee is paid 
by every student that attends Tyler 
Junior College. The fee is $2 per 
credit hour, up to a maximum charge 
of$25. 


School celebrates Arbor Day by planting trees across campus 


Rebecca Najera 

Editor-in-Chief 


Sunday, March 5, TJC will be hosting an 
Arbor Day celebration by planting 50 trees 
across the main campus. 

The college will be holding the Arbor 
Day event in conjunction with the Tyler 
Trees Committee, Keep Tyler Beautiful and 
Tyler Parks and Recreation department. The 
event will begin at noon, where snacks and 
drinks will be provided. Tables will be set up 
with educational materials about trees and 
Arbor Day itself, and then at about 1:00 p.m., 
the volunteers will be divided into groups 
where they will be given instructions on how 
to plant the trees. 

“This project is about more than just 
making the campus look nicer,” said Student 
Senate President, Daniel Seguin. “If that was 


the case, we would simply have Grounds 
plant the trees.” 

Seguin played a part in planning this 
event. Other representatives include the 
housing department, student life and the 
facilities and construction department. 

“This is about us as students being able 
to put our thumbprint on something,” said 
Seguin. “To take ownership in something.” 

While some student organizations are 
going to participate in the planting of the 
trees, all students are encouraged to volunteer. 

“It’s more on the idea of taking pride in 
your school and leaving a lasting legacy,” said 
Lauren Tyler, director for student life. “These 
trees aren’t going to be as big as the ones on 
Jenkins Lawn for 50 years, but when you 
come back as an alumni, it’d be cool to say ‘I 
helped plant that tree on campus.’” 

Community members and students from 


other schools are also invited to take part in 
the event. 

“There’s a lot of community members 
that are very interested in this effort,” said 
Tyler. “We’re really even inviting UT Tyler 
students and Texas College students to come 
on campus as well to hopefully get that bond 
going to get that [idea] that we’re going to 
keep Tyler Beautiful.” 

Director of Public Affairs and Media 
Relations, Rebecca Sanders, believes that 
this event could grow into a more sustainable 
program. 

“We’d love for people to take part in 
Arbor Day and just really get in them a sense 
of pride about the campus,” said Sanders. 

Sanders feel that if students take part in 
this event, they’ll possibly be motivated to do 
more for the campus. 

“Hopefully doing something like this 


is going to boost their desire to have that 
pride in the campus, and then along with 
that, picking up trash, beautification of some 
of the gardens,” said Sanders. “We’ve got 
some beautiful areas in our campus. What if 
a student organization decided [they] were 
going to adopt [an] area? [That they were] 
going to adopt [a] part of the campus to keep 
it clean?” 

Mark Gartman, Associate Director for 
Facilities and Construction is excited for the 
event. 

“This could lead into a whole bunch 
of things. This is everybody’s effort,” said 
Gartman. “There is a bigger endeavor that 
underlies all of this, and that’s to keep TJC 
beautiful. I love this campus, you’re the 
reason I’m here. It’s your campus. We own it. 
We’re here. This is our campus.” 


TJC sets all-time record for spring semester enrollment in 2017 


Barbara Arroio 

Web Editor 

Along withTJC’s 90th anniversary, 
there are even more reasons to celebrate. 
Spring semester enrollment for 2017 
broke a record compared to the spring 
2016 semester. With a 7.3 percent 
increase, there are now 11,427 Apaches. 

Students who seek to further their 
education for approximately one-third 
of the cost of a four-year institution 
have Tyler Junior College, one of the 
premier community colleges in the 
nation, as one of their best options. 

“The most important thing, 
and this really is from nationwide 
and statewide, there’s an increased 
sensitivity to price,” said Executive 
Director of Marketing, Media and 
Communications Kimberly Lessner, 
“and when you look at the value that 
TJC offers, the return on investment 
dollars, you know, if a student or parent 
pays for a degree from TJC it’s going 
to return on investment multiple times 
over, and that with one-third of the cost 
of a four-year university.” 

According to Rebecca Sanders, 
director for public affairs and media 
relations, the enrollment increase can 
also be attributed to the fact that TJC 
offers over 120 degree programs and 
many opportunities for scholarships. 

“I think the Promise program will 
also enable us to grow more. With so 
many students signing up now and 


making that commitment, knowing 
that when they complete their high 
school education, they can come to 
TJC virtually tuition-free, so I really 
think that will boost enrollment,” said 
Sanders. 

In addition, TJC is now recognized 
as a baccalaureate-granting institution 
by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools/Commission on 
Colleges. The school started offering 
baccalaureate degrees in dental hygiene 
and is also the first community college 
in the state of Texas authorized to offer 
a Bachelor of Science degree. 

“The new programs that we’ve 
developed, Vet-Tech, our baccalaureate 
degree in Dental Hygiene and the fact 
that the college is now a baccalaureate¬ 
granting institution, that status level 
brought in additional credibility that 
can only be shared by three other 
colleges in the entire state,” said Dr. 

Juan Mejia, Provost 8c Vice President 
for Academic and Student Affairs. 

Rebecca Sanders also claims that 
TJC has a differential when it comes 
to faculty. The size of the classes and 
quality of the instructors also had a 
great impact on the increase as well. 

“I think all the faculty and staff 
are dedicated to see students succeed, 
professors know their students’ names 
because they care about them and they 
care about you being successful in your 
educational growth and then beyond,” 
said Sanders. ON THE RISE The chart above shows an increase in spring enrollment at Tyler Junior College. 
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Contact The DrumBeat Sports Editor Benjamin 
Savallo with questions, comments or concerns 
at bsavallo@email.tjc.edu. 


Men’s basketball aims on the Regional Title 

Three teams are in the bid for the Region XIV Championship including TJC 



Photo by Benjamin Savallo 

TAKING FLIGHT Jaqwan McCauley takes to the air while attacking the basket in a tight overtime 
loss against Panola 78-82 on Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2017. 


Benjamin Savallo 

Sports Editor 

Now with the regular season officially 
over, the mens basketball team has 
made their way into the postseason after 
scratching through one of the toughest 
conferences in American Junior College 
basketball. 

“As IVe always said before, this is 
Americas best conference,” said Head 
Basketball Coach Mike Marquis. 

While playoffs are inching closer, the 
No. 15 ranked Apaches have their eyes 
on the prize and their focus has become 
unshakable. 

“The focus moving forward is winning 
our conference,” said Sophomore Forward 
Eden Ewing. “Not really worried about 
what happened in the past, we re moving 
forward, we re trying to keep it moving 
forward and just trying to reach our goal.” 

Ewing scored just two buckets against 
their loss to Panola College Wednesday, 
Feb. 22, but in dramatic fashion. With 


“Not really worried about what 
happened in the past, we’re 
moving forward” 

-Eden Ewing 
Sophomore Forward 


halftime just moments away, Ewing was 
able to break free after TJC swiped the ball, 
leaving himself all alone for a slam dunk 


with just a few seconds left on the clock. 

As for the rest of the night, it was one 
the team would like to forget. Ewing, with 


only three points and two of the teams 17 
turnovers, believed looking ahead to the 
task before them is what the focus is for his 


team. Following a nail-biting loss against 
Panola, TJC traveled to Corsicana on 
Saturday, Feb. 25 to face Navarro College 
and looked to minimize the mistakes made 
in the previous bout. 

“We just got to be smarter with the 
ball, take our time, be patient. Like he said, 
move the ball more,” said Ewing 

As for Sophomore Guard Kwinton 
Hinson from Fairmount, North Carolina, 
he looked to continue his momentum into 
the next game following his double-double 
performance against Panola. Hinson led his 
team in points with 25, 12 of which came 
from behind the arc, and in rebounds with 
10 . 

“Just feeding off my teammates, playing 
with whatever they give me,” said Hinson. 

And he was able to do just that, Hinson 
and his team went into a hostile Navarro 
crowd and came out the victor. Although 
TJC did get the job done, it was no easy task. 
This game ended up being a roller coaster 
of emotion with the momentum switching 
from one team to the other throughout the 
entire match up. And if two halves of play 
weren't enough for those in attendance, 
the Apaches took it into overtime; three 
overtime quarters for that matter. 

After both teams had enough, TJC was 
able to hold on in the last overtime with a 
huge 86-84 win over Navarro College. 

TJC came back home for the last game 
of the regular season against long-time rival, 
Trinity Valley Community College. TVCC 
has always been a thorn in the side of TJC 

— see BASKETBALL/)^ 5— 


Mardones named TJC’s first Athlete of the Month 






Column 


Benjamin Savallo 

Sports Editor 


“He calls me all the time 
saying you should be 
practicing and sometimes it 
gets annoying but I love him 
for it...” 

-Kelly Mardones 
Sophomore Pitcher 


second in hitting for the Lady Apaches. 

“I think I'm only second because IVe 
had so little at bats but I'm glad I can 
contribute on both sides of the plate,” said 
Mardones. 

Mardones has had 14 at-bats with a 
slugging percentage of .714 and an on- 
base percentage of .588. She believes her 
parents are what motivate her the most to 
be successful especially her dad. 

“He calls me all the time saying you 
should be practicing and sometimes it gets 
annoying but I love him for it because I 
know he has my best interest at heart,” said 
Mardones. 

All that practicing has paid off so far 
for Mardones. She's been able to catch the 
attention of some notable schools such as 
UTSA, Lamar, Austin Peay along with 
many more. 

The season is still early for the Lady 


Apaches but with the leadership of 
Mardones, TJC can stay at a high level of 
play. 

Coach Winn mentioned earlier this 
season that they have 17 ‘all stars’ on the 
team and so far that statement has held 
true. 

Catch the softball team's next home 
game Saturday, March 11 at 1 p.m. against 
Bossier Parish Community College at the 
Brook Hill School in Bullard, TX. 


Sportsmanship is for more than just 


on the field, court 


generous behavior and treatment of others, 
especially in sports. Growing up I’ve played 
baseball, basketball, and football and you 
just never seem to be able to escape those 
who have a bad temper or just like to play 
dirty or heckle the umpire or referees. But 
it's not always the players that are behind 
this unwarranted behavior. 

I've seen it all, in the stands, there is 
always that one mom or dad that thinks 
they need to be wearing the zebra stripes 
or the blue behind the plate. Parents can 
be so quick to judge when their son or 
daughter is competing in sports. You’ll 
always hear that strike was six inches off 
the plate or that spike was inbounds by two 
feet. We always give those on the field or 
on the court a hard time for all the “missed 
calls” or dropped balls and missed plays. 
But what about all the calls the officials 
do get right? We bash officials on every 
play they get wrong but never give them 
the recognition for when they get the tight 
plays right. 

Of course, when we see the replay on 


the big screen in slow motion it's a little 
bit easier than what the officials have to 
observe. Sports are usually fast-paced and 
on the move at all times, what referees are 
seeing is happening in “real time.” They 
don’t have a lot of time to make a decision. 
Players, coaches and those in attendance 
want the precise call made right now. If 
an umpire takes longer than three seconds 
to make up his mind whether the baseball 
was over the plate or not, the crowd sure 
will let him hear about it. 

If a basketball player is having a hard 
time hitting his shots a certain night after 
coming off a 30-point performance the 
night before, the crowd will boo him until 
the coach benches him. We as humans 
want consistency on a daily or nightly 
basis, and we want players to bring their 
A-game every game. We sometimes forget 
that these are players but also fathers, 
mothers, brothers and/or sisters; they have 
families, they have a life outside of sports. 
Although they do get paid for doing it 
professionally, they have bills to pay and a 


family to provide for. They can get sick just 
like you and me, but they even sometimes 
come through big anyway. Take Michael 
Jordan's “Flu game” in the 1997 Finals 
against the Utah Jazz for instance. 

Jordan was stricken with flu-like 
symptoms and wasn’t scheduled to play but 
took to the court anyway. He put his team 
on his back and scored 38 points and led 
the Bulls to a victory. 

Life happens to players, coaches or 
anyone involved. They are humans just like 
us and mistakes will be made. We shouldn't 
be so quick to judge people just because 
they’re not performing like you want or the 
calls aren't going the way you want. I know 
some people are just really passionate 
about the game, but there is a proper way 
to handle those situations and calling them 
out in front of God and everyone just isn't 
it. Just think before you open your mouth. 

Being emotional is one thing, but 
being ignorant is another. If you truly are 
passionate about the game you love then 
you wouldn’t disrespect it. 


Her sights are set to win a national 
championship this season. 

“I never think about my stats because 
when I do, I start to lose focus so I just 
never think about it. My team is always 
there to support,” said Mardones. “I want 
to stay consistent this season, it's one thing 
if we win a few big games but if we’re 
constantly winning games, we'll be more 
of a dominant team.” 

Mardones has been able to take care of 
the ball on both sides of the plate. She is 
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Photo by Isaiah Thornton 

MOTIVATION First year Head Coach Maria Winn-Ratliff huddles the team together to talk during 
practice Friday, Feb. 10, 2017. 


Photo by Isaiah Thornton 

PREPARATION Kelly Mardones helps the 
team with live reps for more of an in-game feel 
during practice on Friday, Feb. 10, 2017. 


Anywhere you go, no matter what team 
you play for, no matter what team you're 
playing or what sport for that matter, there 
will always be someone that hasn't been 
taught the true meaning of sportsmanship. 
This is not meant to bash those who are 
ignorant of the meaning of it, but to point 
out what sports are really about and why 
we play them. 

Sportsmanship is defined as the fair or 


Isaiah Thornton 

Staff Writer 


The first-ever TJC Student-Athlete 
of the Month goes to Kelly Mardones, 
the starting pitcher for the Lady Apaches 
softball team. Mardones leads Region 14 
with seven wins and one loss. Mardones is 
also third in the Region with 34 strikeouts 
and has an ERA of 2.20; which puts her 
in a category of the top 10 this season in 
Region 14. She was named the Region 14 
of the week earlier this season. 


pitcher 
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mom 
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TENNIS 

- continued from page 1 —-- 


Apache tennis teams came out 
unbeaten in all nine matches, many of 
them came down to final sets. Despite 
the challenge, TJC was able to keep 
the momentum flowing and overcame 
every deficit they faced Saturday and 
continued to keep the winning streak 
alive. 

In order to keep this team on top, 
Coach Connell will have to continue 
to pick the best nine players to take 
on the bus to competitions. These 
decisions aren’t easy this year because 
he believes everyone has the potential 
skill to secure a spot on the bus to 
compete in matches against their 
opponents. 

“I’m the one who writes the 
name down on a piece of paper, but 
really it’s them. They decide what 
number they’re going to play based on 
how they practice and act,” said Coach 
Connell. 

Some days, the tennis squads will 
battle each other for top spots or even 
a place on the team. Franken from 
Cape Town, South Africa, said that 
inter-squad matches take place on 
Mondays and Tuesdays. 

“It’s hard, you don’t want to 
outdo your team so it’s not nice 
playing each other,” said Franken. “I 
think playing each other, you make 
each other better.” 


But owning the top spot on the 
team leaves plenty of room to paint 
the proverbial target on a player’s back. 

“It’s also hard for me because 
I play one [top spot] so all the girls 
either two or three or four are lower 
than I am and all want to beat me 
but I feel like I’ve got to beat them 
because I’m number one on the team,” 
said Jasmine Asghar from London, 
England. 

As for spots, no one is a shoe-in. 
The lineup can change for either team 
anytime throughout the season before 
Regionals. In fact, Coach Connell is 
always looking for the best lineup this 
program can offer. 

“This year we have a really good 
team, everybody’s good so it’s really a 
hard job this year to figure out who 
goes where,” said Connell. “I’m still 
not sure I’ve done it. We still might 
change it a few more times.” 

Even though these inter-squad 
competitions may bring intense heat 
to the court among ‘family,’ all athletes 
agreed that the bond they’ve formed 
with each other directly affects the 
reason behind why both teams are still 
undefeated. 

With all of them living in the 
same dorms, they are always around 
each other. Most night's, the tennis 
teams will spend together either out on 


the town bowling, catching a movie or 
staying in for a bite to eat or a game 
night. 

But of course being around family 
all the time can cause commotion and 
sometimes a scuffle or two amongst 
each other. Coach Connell expressed 
that growing up with a brother, he 
always got into fights with him but it 


didn’t mean he didn’t love him, but it 
didn’t mean he didn’t want to punch 
him either. 

“We’re a family, we always talk 
about that. What that means for us, you 
can have brothers and sisters that can 
be living in the same dorm together, 
practice together, go to class together. 
You see these people all the time,” said 


Connell. “Being a family means you 
love each other all the time but doesn’t 
mean you like each other all the time.” 

TJC looks to continue on this 
path of victory against Seward County 
Community College on Friday, March 
3 after both the men and women were 
able to take down Collin College 9-0 
on Saturday, Feb. 25. 



Photo by Benjamin Savallo 


TRACKING DOWN Jasmine Asghar prepares to forehand the ball back to her opponent from Collin College in one of 
Saturday’s matches on Feb. 25, 2017. 


BASKETBALL 

- continued from page 4 


and has been at the top of the region for 
a long time now along with San Jacinto- 
Central. 

But this time around, the Apaches 
focus on winning their conference, which 
may require beating the battle-tested Trinity 
Valley basketball team. 

“Beatin’em,” said Ewing on what the 
focus would be against TVCC. 

“Yeah, beatin’em,” said Hinson. “We’re 
very confident, so yeah we know we can beat 
them.” 

Pulling off an upset against TVCC not 
only would mean finally putting an end to 
the Cardinals dominance over Tyler but 
would also give the Apaches the Region 14 
North Conference Title. Which has been 
the focus for this team ever since being 


“Yeah, beatin’em. We’re very 
confident, so yeah we know 
we can beat them.” 

-Kwinton Hinson 
Sohpomore Guard 


ranked fifth in their conference in their 
preseason polls. 

Now with the regular season officially 
over, the Apaches look to start their 
playoff run starting with the District C 
Tournament which will be hosted by the 
winner of the Region 14 conference. The 
winner may could come down to the 
Apaches or the Cardinals. 



Photo by Benjamin Savallo 

BOB AND WEAVE Freshman Guard TiAndre Jackson weaves through the Panola defenders to make his 
way through the paint and inside for a contested layup on Wednesday, Feb. 25, 2017. 
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Contact The DrumBeat Arts Editor Brianna 
Harmon with questions, comments or concerns 
at bharmon9@email.tjc.edu. 
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Director of Bands joins honorary fraternity, Phi Beta Mu 

Jeremy Strickland follows the footsteps of previous band directors 


Brianna Harmon 

Arts Editor 


Phi Beta Mu is an 
honorary fraternity created in 
1938 and has about 350 active 
members around the world. 

TJC Director of Bands 
Jeremy Strickland was 
inducted on Feb. 11 at the 
Texas Music Educators 
Association convention in San 
Antonio. Former TJC band 
directors Gary Jordan and 
Tom Mensch are also in Phi 
Beta Mu. 

Mensch was band director 
at TJC from 2003 to fall 2014, 
and Jordan was director from 
1986-1993. 

“There is such a 
camaraderie within the 
fraternity,” said Mensch. “The 
network of band directors 
range from people like me that 
teach at the college level to 
honor band and state marching 
champions to musicians to 
teach on another level creates 
determination to always push 
yourself. You have people along 
side of you that are willing to 
help you at moments notice to 
excel in your weakness and are 
willing to go the extra mile to 
see you succeed.” 



PHI BETA MU Tom Mensh (left), 
members 5 breakfast on Feb. 11. 


Courtesy photo 

Jeremy Strickland (middle), and Gary Jordan (right) pose after learning of Strickland’s induction to Phi Beta Mu at the annual new 


Strickland didn’t know that he was nominated to become 
a member of the fraternity until they announced him being 
inducted at the annual new members’ breakfast. 

The process on being inducted is a very quiet one, to be 
nominated for induction you have to have a sponsor and two 
co-sponsors who are already in the fraternity. 

Strickland’s father knew that he was nominated due to 
having to pull some records for the fraternity, but couldn’t 
inform Strickland. 

“It’s especially cool that you get nominated by your 
colleagues and friends/’ said Strickland. “What’s really neat is 
my dad is also a band director and works in the UIL office 
down in Austin and part of the background process is that they 
have to go pull your records, well he is the one that has to pull 


those records so he knew all this was happening and didn’t say 
a word because that is the way the group works.” 

Stickland’s father is also in Phi Beta Mu and was inducted 
in the 1990s. 

To be inducted the nominee has to have maintained an 
outstanding and consistent band program in public schools and 
had least 10 years of successful teaching experience. 

“It’s a humbling experience,” said Strickland. “I’m 
surrounded by great staff, I’m at TJC were I have seven assistants 
who bust their tail day in and day out and deserve part of the 
recognition. I’ve taught tens of thousands of students over the 
last 15 years and they deserve part of the recognition. Me up 
there just waving a stick doesn’t make any difference, you have 
to have a band there to play it.” 

Bobby Francis, the Director of Bands at Texas Christian 


University was Strickland’s main sponsor. Co-sponsors were 
Brian Youngblood, Director of the Horned Frog Marching 
Band at TCU and James Coffman a retired East Texas Band 
Director. 

Strickland was named TJC Director of Bands in 2015, but 
before that he was assistant director of bands at TCU. 

Strickland was also the head band director and assistant at 
Springtown High School. 

Strickland is also a current member of the Texas Music 
Adjudicators Association, the College Band Directors National 
Association, the Texas Bandmasters Association and the Texas 
Music Educators Association. 

The TJC band program is home to the Apache marching 
band, indoor drumline, two jazz ensembles, jazz combo, three 
concert bands and two percussion ensembles. 


Art club partners with Children’s Advocacy Center 



Brianna Harmon 

Arts Editor 


fact that it might be their kid. If we 
keep sweeping it under the rug it 


Courtesy photo 

PINWHEELS FOR LOVE Senior Director for the Children’s Advocacy Center of Smith County Pam Jacobsen explains 
the pinwheel project during the Feb. 16 Art Club meeting held in the art lobby in Jenkins Hall. 


The Art Club is working with 
the Children’s Advocacy Center 
of Smith County to help raise 
awareness for child abuse awareness 
month in April. 

The center has provided the 
art club with 30 pinwheels that 
they will decorate, paint and design 
throughout March and, when 
finished, they will return them to 
the center. The Advocacy Center 
will then sell the pinwheels to 
their supporters to help benefit 
the program. The pinwheels will be 
displayed in the buyers’ front yards 
to help raise awareness of child 
abuse. 

“I have a real strong belief 
in the power of art,” said Derrick 
White, the Art Department chair. 
“Art is about human connection. 
I’m trying to share with students 
not only individual creative 
expression but actually partnering 
with organizations out in the 
community to help other people 
and not be afraid to step out and get 
involved and make the community 
you are apart of better.” 

The Children’s Advocacy 
Center of Smith County’s mission 
is to help children of physical and 
sexual abuse and is dedicated to 
reducing trauma for the victims. 

For art major Scott Moore, the 
idea of raising awareness for and 
contributing to the cause started a 
year ago. 

“What really drove me to get 
involved with this is, last semester, I 
was talking with some friends about 
starting a student organization that 
helped raise awareness and make 
small donations to some centers 
around here,” said Moore. “When 
I saw this, it reminded me of that, 
and I said I most definitely want to 
be apart of this. This is an issue that 
is very large in the Tyler area but no 
one wants to talk or think about it 
because they don’t want to risk the 


“I have a real strong 
belief in the power of 
art. Art is about human 
connection. I’m trying 
to share with students 
not only individual 
creative expression but 
actually partnering with 
organizations out in the 
community to help other 
people and not be afraid to 
step out and get involved 
and make the community 
you are apart of better” 


-Derrick White 
Art Department Chair 


will keep happening.” 

The center was created in 
1994 and there are now 70 centers 
throughout the state. 

“It’s something that needs a 
lot more awareness,” said art major 
Anna Cushing. “This is a good 
way to put my interests (painting) 
and skills to use to help the cause. 
I think we all need to learn more 
about it, and going to look at 
other resources, charities and 
organizations that are statewide 
and nationally that help in similar 
ways.” 

The Children’s Advocacy 
Center of Smith County is located 
at 2210 Frankston Highway, Tyler, 
Texas. Their phone number is (903) 
533-1880 or they can be found at 
www. cacsmi thcounty. org/. 

“I’m happy to have a drop in 
the bucket to help people realize 
that they are not alone and they are 
not the only one that this happens 
to,”said Art professor Philana Pace. 

The Art Club meets every 
Wednesday at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Art Lobby located in Jenkins Hall. 










































Tyler Museum of Art exhibiting local photographer 

Robert Langham highlights the many faces of Tyler’s diversity, history 

Rob King ~ I 1 

Staff Writer 


Rob King 

Staff Writer 

Robert Langham, a local photographer, 
believes that magic can be captured and frozen 
in time through the lens of a camera. He set 
about doing just that with his new exhibit, 
Brickstreet Anthology at the Tyler Museum 
of Art. 

The name owes itself to Tyler’s miles 
of brick streets in the. Azalea District and 
downtown. The collection is comprised of 
striking black and white photos that brim with 
the culture of Tyler’s residents, both lifelong 
and recent. 

“They had a photojournalism course [at 
Tyler Junior College] and I’d always been a 


“It was very cool to get an inside 
perspective on how he went 
about taking these photos, 
because he would, in some of the 
photo sessions for digitizing the 
[museum’s] collection, he would 
talk about where he was and 
arranging photo shoots with certain 
people and who he wanted to shoot 
next and kind of where he was with 
it.” 


-Josh Ware 
Tyler Museum of Art Curator 


little curious about photography,” Langham 
said, recalling how he started in photography. 

Originally conceived as an idea called 
“100 Tylerites,” (one of many titles which 
were considered) the idea was that Langham 
would shoot pictures of 100 people in Tyler 
in their normal environments as a project he 
specifically wanted to do for the museum. 

“I really do try to make them as plain 
and classic, you know, and as easy to read as 
possible. I mean I’m looking right at people’s 
faces. I’m looking at the person. I wasn’t just 
skimming by. I mean I was trying to kind of be 
there with the person, you know you just never 
know what you’re going to learn,” Langham 
said describing his process capturing each 
subject. 

The pictures feature “Tylerites” from all 
walks of life. Some are raw and intimate, like 
the photo of librarian Mary Jane McNamara 
seated in her quaint and tidy house with 
a stack of books in her lap. Others are 



Photo by Rob King 

NEWLY VINTAGE Langham still uses film and old cameras for his unique style of photography. Since cameras such as this are hard to come by, 
his equipment is often built with old and new pieces, replacing and repairing as needed. 


vibrant and ethereal such as a capture of the 
2016 Texas Rose Festival Queen Mallory 
Curtis with a crown on her head, a seaside 
painting as the backdrop, and rose petals 
fluttering over her face. The background of 
each piece was something Langham took 
into careful consideration, noting that if it 
wasn’t complimenting his subject then it was 
detracting from it. 

Langham has worked with the Tyler 
Museum of Art in various ways, and as such 
has a close relationship with the staff. 

He is also an adjunct professor teaching 
photography at TJC. As a locally well-known 
photographer, it didn’t take long for some fans 
to catch wind of Langham’s newest project. 

“I mean it’s a dangerous thing to have this 
list, cause almost instantly people say, ‘Well 
I heard what you were working on, like the 
100 best Tylerites,”’ said Langham. “Well, it’s 
not really the 100 best Tylerites. It’s just 100 
Tylerites.” 

Curating and organizing the exhibit 
was a calculated process all it’s own. Caleb 
Bell, one of the curators, and Josh Ware, the 
registrar and collections manager for the 
Tyler Museum of Art, have both had the 
opportunity to collaborate with Langham on 
several occasions. They each labored closely 
with him in bringing this display to fruition. 


“There are 50 photographs in the show 
and I picked out all 50. There were about 
80, 85 that he submitted and so due to size, 
unfortunately, we just couldn’t show them 
all,” said Bell. “I helped kind of place them, 
organize them, sequence them how you would 


“I really try to make them as plain 
and classic, you know, and as 
easy to read as possible. I mean, 
I’m looking right at the person. I 
wasn’t just skimming by. I mean, I 
was trying to kind of be there with 
the person, you know, you just 
never know what you’re going to 
learn.” 


-Robert Langham 
Photographer 


kind of experience the exhibition.” 

There are plans to rotate the pictures on 
display in the exhibit, that way all of the photos 
have the chance to be seen. Ware handled the 
physical aspects of setting up the show. 

“Once they were all framed and in here 


it was just a matter of spacing out how they 
needed to go up on the walls and then just the 
math work and physical work of putting them 
up,” said Ware. 

Langham has also recently been working 
with the museum in photographing its 
collections for digitization so that they will 
be viewable in web form. The respect for 
Langham and his library of work is palpable 
among the museum staff 

“It was very cool to get an inside 
perspective on how he went about taking 
these photos, because he would, in some of the 
photo sessions for digitizing the [museum’s] 
collection, he would talk about where he 
was and arranging photo shoots with certain 
people and who he wanted to shoot next and 
kind of where he was with it,” Ware said. “It 
was just neat just to see the ideas form and 
then come to fruition.” 

The exhibit will be displayed until 
May 14, 2017. For more information, visit 
www.tylermuseum.org or simply walk into 
the Tyler Museum of Art located on the Tyler 
Junior College campus. The museum hours are 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday 
and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. They are closed 
Mondays and most major holidays. Admission 
to this particular exhibit is free, but reservations 
and tours are available at varying costs. 
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MAM POPPINS REVIEW 


Brianna Harmon 

Arts Editor 

The magic of Mary Poppins came 
to life in Wise Auditorium and it was 
‘practically perfect in every way.’ 

As I walked into the theater, it was 
packed house, but seemed as a wild goose 
chase to find people’s seats. Some greeters 
didn’t know the layout of the theater. 

As I took my seat on the balcony 
looking down on the stage, I think to 
myself, I have perfect seats. But for others 
who sit behind the sound booth, they can 
only see half of the play. They shift in their 
seats trying to see everything going on 
without disturbing others. 

But come show time you could feel 
the magic begin to grow and it never 
seemed to leave. 

Director Denise Weatherly-Green’s 
main goal was that she wanted everyone 
to take something from the show, and for 
me, that’s just what happened. 

Sitting in the theater as the play went 
on, I began to forget about the outside 
world, it seemed as if the play had became 
real life. Watching the performance, the 
message that it’s okay to make mistakes 
as long as you learn from them just stuck 
with me. 

But the main thing is to cherish the 
people you have around you such as your 
family; we get so caught up in the world 


and being successful but all we really need 
is family and friends who will be there to 
always support you. 

During ‘Step in Time,’ the allusion 
of Bert flying became reality with the use 
of a flying rig. To see him fully embrace 
flying across the stage and do multiple 
flips made my jaw drop because of how 
natural he made it seem. 

The rig was also used for Mary 
Poppins in multiple scenes but the most 
touching one to me was in the final scene 
of the play when the Banks family is with 
each other and Mary flies away behind 
them as they interact. 

From the lights to the sets and 
costumes, it seemed so real. Weatherly- 
Green did a remarkable job. The audience 
remained involved the entire play by 
clapping along with certain scenes. 

Also, the ability to sing and do 
such rigorous choreography to me was 
fascinating. Bert stood out to me the most 
when it came to choreography. You could 
tell he was pouring his heart into every 
scene he was involved in. 

In fact, every cast member fully 
embraced their roles and I have never seen 
something like that at a junior college. 

It felt like, when we walked into the 
theater, we were all strangers, but as we 
left, it seemed as if we all took a piece of 
the TJC theater department home with us. 
We will never forget you, Mary Poppins. 
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Contact The DrumBeat Student Life Editor 
Austin Hall with questions, comments or 
concerns at ahall49@email.tjc.edu. 
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Music majors prepare for spring recitals 



Photo by Austin Hall 

PRACTICE ON PRACTICE Sophomore Zachary Terrian works countless hours, along with his band mates perfecting his skill and technique in the band hall, Wednesday Feb. 22, 2017. 


I Student musicians get in gear for live-audience performances 


Austin Hail 

Student Life Editor 

> 

I 

> 

Performing any fine art is difficult and requires rigorous 
training. Hie performing art of music is no exception, but 
what sets it apart from other fine arts is that it is meant to be 
performed for an audience. Singing in the shower is relaxing 
and fun for a lot of people, but singing in front of an audience 
can be absolutely terrifying. A part of the curriculum atTJC for 
all music majors is a solo public performance once per semester. 
! That means the students must perform a piece of music alone 

on a stage in front of a live audience. 

“It can be a very nerve-racking experience, but... it gives 
them the confidence that they need to be a performer, to be 
up in front of an audience. Music is not meant to be personal; 
just kept to yourself,” said Department Chair of Music Jeanie 
Oxler. “Music is meant to be expressed to an audience. This is 
just another step in their preparation to be able to perform in 
front of a live audience.” 

For many of the students, the recitals will be the first time 
they have done a solo performance in front of an auditorium 
full of people. The experience is traumatic for some of the 
amateur musicians. Brittany Bourgeois is a music major and 
has been playing the euphonium for the last eight years. 
Bourgeois performed in her first recital at TJC last semester. 
The experience was a test of overcoming fear and adversity. 

“I’m very shy player, so it’s probably one the hardest things 


I’ve ever done,” said Bourgeois 

Two weeks before the recital, Bourgeois’ instructor told 
her that she was to perform. While playing for her instructor, 
the thought of performing in front of so many people became 
overwhelming, and she broke down in tears on the spot. In 
preparation for the recital, Bourgeois began to practice in front 
her classmates and imagine they were the audience. 

Bourgeois was so nervous that she does not remember 
much of what went on during her performance. 

“I don’t actually remember performing. I remember 
listening to my heels click because my leg was shaking 
involuntarily,” said Bourgeois 

After the performance, Bourgeois was in tears because she 
felt that she played poorly. Despite her feelings, the feedback 
from her peers was positive. She says the experience made her 
a better musician and helped her move out of her comfort 
zone. Not only has it improved her musical talent but also her 
character. 

“You have to expand who you are,” said Bourgeois 
This semester, Bourgeois will perform in her second recital. 
The piece of music she will play is more challenging, but she 
feels confident this time. 

“I’m still pretty nervous, but I think it will be a lot easier 
than last semester,’ said Bourgeois 

It is important that the students are able to perform with 
precision, because if one musician in an ensemble is playing 
poorly, it makes the rest of the musicians look bad. The scrutiny 


of solo recitals encourages students to focus on improving 
individual skill and technique 

“[The recital] forces the students to spend an amount of 
time preparing at a high level that they’re not accustomed to... 
If they know that they have to stand up in front of a hundred 
of their peers, who know how to read music, who know what 
sounds good and doesn’t sound good and all that... It gives an 
inherent desire to do well,” said Jeremy Strickland, director of 
bands. 

According to Strickland, an hour or two of practice every 
day is recommended for recital preparation. At any given time, 
several musicians can be found in the band hall, diligently 
studying music pieces and comparing technique. Despite all 
the practice and preparation, some students may make mistakes 
during their performances. 

“The thing about it is, especially with the younger students, 
the freshmen, when they get up there, they’re going to make 
mistakes, so one of the things we want to see is how quickly you 
recover,” said Strickland. 

The individual performances are judged based on poise, 
stage etiquette, preparation, dynamics articulation and 
musicality. 

Recitals are held Fridays at 1 p.m. and are open to the 
public. They are a great way to spend an afternoon enjoying live 
music and witnessing young men and women undergo a type of 
rite of passage. They will be held in the Jean Brown Theater on 
March 10,24, and 31, April 7 and 21 and May 5. 



Student Life works to reach 5o- 


Rebecca Najera 

Editor-in-Chief 

Student Life and Carter 
Bloodcare will be hosting their 
sixth 50-Gallon Challenge blood 
drive on March 27-31. 

“This year, we’re sort of moving 
around to hopefully meet a lot of the 
needs across campus,” said Director 
of Student Life Lauren Tyler. 

In the past, the event has been 
held in Rogers Student Center 
in the Apache Rooms. In order 
to make it easier for students that 
have class in Rogers Nursing and 
Health Sciences building, there will 
be a donation center set up in the 
Southside Bank room for two days 
that week. 

“On those two days, we’ll still 
be set up here on the second floor of 
Rogers. People are used to coming 
here for our drive, so we don’t want 
to lose people,” said Tyler. 

Wednesday through Friday 
of that week, donation centers will 
be set up in the Apache Rooms. A 
large number of donors are expected 
to participate since there will be 
door prizes given out every day of 
that week, including a $50 Visa gift 
card each day. Faculty and staff that 
donate will have the chance to win 
a meal plan to the cafeteria. 


Each day of the week will have 
its own theme: 

Movie Monday, where each 
donor will receive a movie ticket. 

Taco Tuesday, each donor will 
receive a free taco. 

Winner Wednesday, each 
donor will have their name put in 
the pot twice for door prizes and 
will also receive a black and gold 
lanyard. 

Thirsty Thursday, each donor 
will receive a Starbucks gift card. 

Frozen Friday, Dairy Queen 
will provide blizzards to every 
donor. 

For the last five years, the 50 
gallon goal has been achieved, and 
the same is expected for this year. 
In order to achieve this goal, 400 
donations are needed. 

“It’s a great way to represent 
your school,” said Donor 
Recruitment Consultant, Lanie 
Wright. 

The units donated stay in the 
East Texas area, so it all goes back 
into the community. 

The donation centers will be 
open from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. each day 
of the week. If a student is unable 
to donate during those times, the 
Carter Bloodcare center located at 
815 S. Baxter Ave will be open until 
7:30 p.m. 


Courtesy Photo 


SAVING THREE LIVES Reverend Richard Robinson, a lanyard ambassador, donates blood at the fifth 50-gallon 
challenge in March 2015. 
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Speech and Debate team takes home multiple awards 
Freshman and sophomore members outdo big-name schools 


Barbara Arroio 

Web Editor 

TJC’s speech and debate team brought home several 
awards from the Texas Intercollegiate Forensic Associations 
(TIFA) state tournament at Texas A&M University and from 
Texas Community College Forensic Association (TCCFA). 

During TIFA, the group competed against 18 community 
colleges and universities such as UT Austin, Texas A&M and 
their primary debate competitor, the University of North Texas. 

“TIFA was really good. We saw one of our interpreters, 
Omari Hawkins, doing very well against UT Austin and Texas 
State,” said sophomore member of the speech and debate team, 
Gavin Downing. “Our debate team also did really well. My 
partner and I made it to the final round.” 

TJC earned first place in Limited Team Sweepstakes 
and several of the members were awarded for the Top 
Community College participants category: Gavin Downing for 
Extemporaneous Speaking and Impromptu Speaking; Omari 
Hawkins for Program Oral Interpretation; Aaron Kelley and 
Alex Dickson for Parliamentary Debate. 

With 2017 being a year of great relevance in politics, that 
theme was approached in many sections of the competition. 

“[The competition] allows us to really kind of see issues 


— huge, massive global issues from each side. We talked a lot 
about politics, Trump was a proffered and favorable topic. We 
also did a lot of things talking about immigration, which its a 
huge one, or the building of a wall,” said Downing. 

According to Downing, TIFA was more than just a 
competition. It was an important learning experience. 

“We get to learn a lot about the policy aspect and what 
it means to be an individual who is informed on these issues,” 
said Downing. “In our current system, in our current society, 
everybody is always focused on being right. The right and the 
left, and they always want to be right, but they’re not looking at 


“I’m very proud. It’s nice to see others 
recognize the hard work that our students 
have put through.” 


-M’Liss Hindman 
Speech Professor and Director for Speech and Debate 


what’s actually correct, which is an intersection of both issues.” 
They were also awarded at TCCFA with second place in 


Sweepstakes Debate and third place in overall Sweepstakes. 

“I’m very proud. It’s nice to see others recognize the 
hard work that your students have put through,” said M’Liss 
Hindman, speech professor and director for the Speech and 
Debate team. 

The team is now practicing to qualify for the American 
Forensic Association’s National Individual Events 
tournament (April 1-3), which will be held at Bradley 
University in Peoria, Illinois, and for the Phi Rho Pi 
Tournament in Virginia April 9-15. 


“In our current system, in our current 
society, everybody is focused on being 
right. The right and the left, and they 
always want to be right, but they’re not 
looking at what’s actually right, which is 
an intersection of both issues.” 


-Gavin Downing 
TJC Student 


StudentlEiqA 

Lanyard Po ' 

1. Lanyards must be worn around the neck 

H while on 

dearly visible 

removed lor safety reasons or si 
variance. 

2. Any lanyard is acceptable, but it must I 
and worn in the same manner as the official college 
lanyard. The color of the lanyard Is not critical. 

3. No one will be allowed Into class without wearing 


SPRING SALE 

TJC SPORTSWEAR 

25% TO 50% OFF 
(Select Items) 


COLLEGE 

BOOKS 


4. Students who do not have their INLanyards may pick 
i? a Day Pass at the Campus Safety Office, Campus 
Safety Substation located at the Rogers Student 
Center or from a TJC Ambassador. The first Day Pass each 
semester is free of charge. For all subsequent Day Passes 
: recovery change will be billed to the 


CHECK OUT OUR FEATURE 
ITEM OF THE MONTH 

ALWAYS 25% OFF 

YOUR OFF CAMPUS BOOK STORE 
FOR YOUR ON CAMPUS NEEDS 

1232 E. FIFTH ST. 
903 * 592*4112 




























6X6@110 

- continued from page 1 - 

canvases at a time to produce any art they 
desire. 

“I also want people to understand that 
were not just asking for painting,” said Abell, 
“we have had people create art with pastels, 
photography, fiber, pottery, glass art, welding 
~ if you can create a piece of art and attach it 
to that canvas ... it can be accepted for 6x6.” 

All works must stay within the canvas 
borders and may not exceed two inches in 
depth. The rules are kept simple to allow the 
artist as much freedom as possible, while still 
maintaining manageable dimensions for the 
gallery exhibit. 

“I know that professional artists, 
especially, use 6x6 as a chance to experiment 
with brand-new techniques,” said Abell 

One aspect some may not know about 
this event is that much of the work going 
into it is voluntary. Dace Lucia Kidd, a local 
artist originally from Latvia, has been one of 
Abells most involved volunteers for the past 
three years. 

“It has amazing effects on the 
community because it’s family-friendly and 
invites anybody to create unique pieces of 
art,” said Kidd. 

The location of these painting parties 
has changed through the years. In the past, 
businesses like Stanleys Famous Pit Bar- 
B-QJiave hosted it. Strada Caffe has agreed 
to host the February 25 and upcoming 
March 25 parties. 

“Last year, our biggest, most successful 
painting party was here, and the owner 
so much enjoyed it that they immediately 
contacted me,” said Kidd. “Usually, I contact 
venues and businesses and arrange it, but this 
time they came to me. So, we have agreed to 
have a painting party every month at Strada.” 

Austin Neel, a Tyler local and painting 
party participant, has seen the benefit such 
an event brings. 

“I think local businesses that have events 
are excellent for the community,” said Neel, 
“and it’s excellent for business in general, to 
provide a social aspect to just the being there 
and patronizing the business.” 

Each party attracts a wide variety of 
people from around Tyler. The events are 
geared towards adults, but families and 
children are welcome. Everyone comes for 
different reasons to do the same thing: create. 
Neel just goes for the therapy of it. 

“I like painting because it allows me 
to, or it makes me relax. Its just kind of a 
soothing activity,” said Neel. 

Some who attend are serious artists, 
like Elaine Oosthuysen. She built a career 

SERVERS 


on painting South African wildlife. While 
participating in the Saturday, Feb. 25 party 
at Strada with her 8-year-old daughter, 
Annabel, she put her skills on display with a 
swan painting based on a photo. 

“Different things inspire me. I like really 
good quality photography, you know, to work 
on that,” said Oosthuysen. “Sometimes I 
want to get really realistic and sometimes I 
just want to splash some paint on the canvas. 
It’s just whatever Fm in the mood for.” 

It was Annabels first time painting at 
such an event, but according to Oosthuysen, 
she’s been following in moms footsteps for 
most of her life. 

“She was always next to me. She had 
her easel and I had my easel. We have done 
several projects together,” said Oosthuysen. 
“She is my fun-loving artist.” 

Of course all of these planned parties 
eventually lead to one event: the Gallery 
Main Street, 6x6@110 show. 

“We cover all the glass in our gallery 
with newspapers so people cant see inside, 
and then, on June the sixth, we tear the 
newspapers off of the windows and the glass 
and we open the doors to the public,” said 
Abell. “Generally people are lined up down 
the sidewalk and around the corner, waiting 
to get in.” 

According to Abell, the first 30 minutes 
are reserved for observation. After that, 
anyone may buy any piece of 6x6 art for $20 
each. The artist puts their name on the back 
of the canvas, so that it remains a mystery 
who created the work until its bought. 

“Part of the fun of buying one of these 
pieces is to finally flip it over and see if it was 
done by a professional artist, a well-known 
celebrity or the kid around the corner,” said 
Abell. “You just dont know until you buy it.” 

All of the proceeds go towards 
maintaining Gallery Main Street throughout 
the year. 

“It also helps people feel ownership of 
the gallery,” said Abell. “They feel like they re 
part of it and they make it happen and it 
makes them proud of the gallery, proud of 
their community.” 

The March 25 painting party will be at 
Strada Caffe from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

For more information on both Gallery 
Main Street and 6x6@110 visit http://www. 
cityoftyler.org/Departments/MainStreet/ 
GalleryMainStreet and more info on future 
painting parties and other events scheduled 
at Strada Caffe can be found at https://www. 
facebook.com/ stradacaffetx. 


- continued from page 2 - 

that I receive, however, I still have bills to pay 
and a lifestyle to maintain. For those who 
think I just need to get a better job, I would 
like to invite you to try and find a full-time 
job where you can still find flexible hours to 
study. I used to work retail jobs as well, and 
frankly, two semesters ago was one of my worst 
semesters as a college student because the job 
demanded so much of my time. 



I hope that our community becomes 
educated with this issue for the next time 
they go out to eat and sit in your section. 
Keep showcasing your amazing work ethic no 
matter what and never feel guilty for not being 
able to do more just yet. This is what the future 
is for, and the future will hold many positive 
outcomes for you if you keep trying to have a 
positive mindset. 
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A Cure for Wellness 

Movie Review 
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Rebecca Najera 

Editor-in-Chief 


While watching the commercials for 
this movie, I kind of got that scary, insane 
asylum type of vibe. But after watching it, 
I found it to be creepy and cringe-worthy 
more than anything. 

For those of you that don’t know 
what this movie is about, this guy, Mr. 
Lockhart, is a young and successful 
businessman. After working his way up, 
he gets caught in some lies and is later 
blackmailed and forced to retrieve Mr. 
Pembroke, the CEO of the financial 
trading company he works at, from this 
“wellness center” that’s isolated in the 
Swiss Alps. However, once he gets there, 
things take a turn for the worse. From 
what you can see from the commercials, 
Lockhart doesn’t get to just zip in and zip 
out; that wouldn’t really make for much 
of a story. While trying to find Pembroke, 
we learn how much water plays a part 
in the “treatment” offered at this center. 
We see people in water aerobic classes, 
going into these saunas, swimming and of 
course, drinking it. And drinking it. And 
drinking it. 

Later, Lockhart ends up getting to 
meet Dr. Volmer, the doctor that runs the 
wellness center. Dr. Volmer offers him 
some water while they chat, and even 
though it was at the very beginning of 
the movie, I was already like, “No, man! 
Don’t drink that!” Part of it could have 
been because the guy that plays Volmer 
plays Lucius Malfoy in the Harry Potter 
movies (for you HP fans out there) and I 
know how shady he is. But also, it could 
be that, I don’t know, everything that’s 
wrong with the wellness center is pretty 


much presented to you within the first five 
minutes of arriving there. But anyway. 

After learning that getting in contact 
with Pembroke would be harder than he 
had thought, Lockhart decides to head 
back to his hotel. But on his way there, he 
gets into a car crash and ends up waking 
up with a broken leg at - you guessed it - 
the wellness center. 

So now Lockhart is a patient and 
we have our story going. During his time 
there, he discovers all of the secrets behind 
the wellness center, causing trouble every 
step of the way. 

In all honesty, although it wasn’t 100 
percent what I was expecting, overall, it 
was a pretty decent movie. If you’re one of 
those types of people that pays attention 
to detail, the movie could be considered 
pretty predictable, but the story is still 
pretty decent. Long, but decent. Plus, 
there are quite a few cringe-worthy 
moments to keep the thrill factor going. 
Some of it’s pretty cheesy, but I definitely 
got my cringe on. 

While watching the movie, you’ll 
notice that no one ever gets visitors. While 
there appears to not really be anything 
wrong with the people physically, they’re 
all lonely. No one cares about them. If they 
were to die, no one would come looking 
for them. You can tell that everyone was 
successful at one point, but now that 
they’re at the end of the road, it doesn’t 
matter. They all got so caught up in their 
success and whatever would benefit them 
that they didn’t actually live. They didn’t 
experience anything. They didn’t love. 
And that, I believe, is what makes them 
sick people. They’re loneliness. 

Anyway, if you enjoy being creeped 
out and picking themes apart, this is 
definitely the movie for you. 


CHANGES 


• continued from page 1- 


12 credit hours is not specified. Now 
residents must take at least six credit 
hours of college-level courses. For 
example, a student cannot take 12 
credit hours worth of developmental 
classes and five in the residence halls. 

Another requirement being changed is 
the following: 

“New Freshmen students must achieve 
an. overall cumulative grade point average 
(GPA) of at least 2.0 at the end of two 
consecutive semesters (Fall and Spring 
semesters of this contract year) to be eligible 
to live in a Residence Hall. Returning 
Students must maintain a cumulative GPA 
of at least 2.0 every additional semester in 
order to continue to be eligible for housing 
and to remain in a Residence Hall.” 

This requirement change will be that 
students must maintain at least a 1.5 GPA 
during their first semester of residence. For 


example a student cannot have a 1.0 GPA 
one semester and the next a 4.0 to get by 
with a 2.5. In short, the student’s GPA 
must not fall below a 1.5 GPA if they are 
to remain in the residence halls. 

The modification of these 
requirements is intended to raise standards 
and expectations for residents to create 
an environment conducive to being a 
successful student. 

The Bounce Back program is offered 
to students who are having trouble 
maintaining the GPA standards to help 
them remain in the residence hall. Assistant 
Director of Residential Life Aukse Harris 
manages the program and contacts students 
that are falling behind to offer support so 
that they are given every resource possible 
to bounce back. 

“Housing is very open, we want people 
to succeed,” said Karol. 


GLOBAL 


•continued from page 2- 


has vast natural resources; Russia, 
enormous oil reserves; India, an educated, 
English-speaking workforce who excels in 
professional and technical work; China, all 
the manufacturing the world could need; 
and South Africa, gold. The presidents of 
those countries and the prime minister of 
India (we know their names, right?) meet 
at these Summits to discuss big issues, like: 
setting up their own credit rating agency to 
gain better interest rates; asking the BRICS 
development bank to identify angel investors, 
to fund specific development priorities; 
creating research centers to improve farm 
productivity & expand mass transit; urging 
the World Trade Organization to keep 
cyberspace open for free trade; warning 
older economies against protective tariffs; 


and the creation of a BRICS sports council 
and football cup to energize popular interest 
in their athletic prowess. 

The USA has 19 trillion in debt, is 
ranked 103rd globally in its citizens’ savings 
rates, & has a labor force which is 69% 
smaller than India’s. Our public debt is 74% 
of Gross Domestic Product (compared to 
52% for India), and our taxes are 18% of 
GDP (compared to 9% for India). India has 
5% adult obesity—ours is 35%. India has 325 
million internet users (ours is 240 million), 
and 1 billion cell phone subscribers (ours is 
382 million). In a truly global economy, tied 
together through cyberspace, do America’s 
policies still guarantee world power? I’m proud 
to be an American too, but we need more 
Global Awareness. 


LIFE 


continued from page 2- 


problem. A fool is someone who plays with 
people’s feelings. Real people will know how 
to value your transparency and, even if they 
can’t reciprocate, they will care not to hurt 
you and to be transparent too. 

Stop being afraid of what you feel; the 
world needs brave people. Ask that girl you 
see every day in your class to get a coffee 
with you, text “Good morning, last night 
was great!” to that guy you went out with. 
Call the next day asking if they want to go 
out today, and tomorrow and the next day. 
Ask that friend who works with you if he 
wants to watch a movie later. Do what your 
heart desires, without even thinking twice. 
You’re allowed to call once you get home 
just because you want to talk more, you’re 


allowed to text the person when you feel like 
it, you’re allowed to ask for one, two, three, or 
even four kisses and for them to stay a little 
longer. 

However, don’t lower yourself to fit in 
someone’s life. Don’t go for something that 
is going to hurt you. Don’t waste your time 
wanting someone who doesn’t want you. Make 
sure how you’re feeling is clear, and if the other 
refuses to receive it, it’s okay. I promise you, 
you’re not going to die because of that. Don’t 
let someone’s rejection affect you. 

Be transparent. Life’s too short. You won’t 
carry the doubt and the “what if,” and that is 
wonderful. Imagine how the world would be 
if showing how you feel was more. important 
than pretending not to feel it? 


Move to the head of the class. 

GET A TUTOR. 

IT’S FREE! 
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For questions or to schedule 
an appointment, 
call 903-510-2577 

TJC.edu/tutoring 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


Friday, March 3 

- Master Class Series - Jean Browne Theatre - 
1:00 p.m. 

- TJC Jazz Festival - Liberty Hall - 7:30 p.m. 

- JB and the Moonshine Band - Coach’s & 
Cowboy’s - 9 p.m. 

Saturday, March 4 

- Rose City 36th Chili Cook-off- Gander 
Mountain -11 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

- TJC and UT Tyler Combined Choral Concert - 
First Presbyterian Church - 6 p.m. 

Sunday, March 5 

- Arbor Day - Main Campus -12 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 7 

- AAC: BINGO Night - RSC 2nd Floor - 7-8 p.m. 

- Student Senate Meeting - Jenkins 1109-4 
p.m. 

Wednesday, March 8 

- The DrumBeat Broadcast - Facebook Live - 6 
p.m. 

Thursday, March 9 

- The Illusionists - Live from Broadway - R. Don 


Cowan Fine and Performing Arts Center - 
University of Texas at Tyler - 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, March 10 

- Student Recital Series - Jean Brown Theatre - 
1 p.m. 

- Evaluating Print Sources Workshop - Quest 
Classroom - Vaughn Library -10 a.m. 

Saturday, March 11 

- Clover the Girl - Juls - 8 p.m. 

Monday, March 13 - Friday, March 17 

Spring Break 

Monday, March 20 

- Deadline to apply for Spring 2017 graduation 

- Spring 2nd 8-week classes begin 

Friday, March 24 

- Student Recital Series - Jean Brown Theatre - 
1 p.m. 

Monday, March 27 

- 50 Gallon Challenge - Movie Monday - Rogers 
Student Center, 2nd Floor -10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 28 

- FAFSA Workshop - White Administrative 


Building - 2-6 p.m. 

- 50 Gallon Challenge - Taco Tuesday - Rogers 
Student Center, 2nd Floor -10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 29 

- 50 Gallon Challenge - Winner Wednesday - 
Apache Rooms -10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

- The DrumBeat Broadcast - Facebook Live - 6 
p.m. 

Thursday, March 30 

- 50 Gallon Challenge - Thirsty Thursday - 
Apache Rooms -10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

- Apache Belle Spring Show “Love Train” - Wise 
Auditorium - 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

Friday, March 31 

- 50 Gallon Challenge - Frozen Friday - Apache 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

- Apache Belle Spring Show “Love Train” - Wise 
Auditorium - 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

Saturday, April 1 

- Apache Belle Spring Show “Love Train” - Wise 
Auditorium - 2-4 p.m. & 7:30-9:30 p.m. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


TJC PITCHER RECEIVES NJCAA HONORS 

Pitcher Daniel Bogue was named NJCAA Division 
III Pitcher of The Week for week four of the season. 

MEN’S BASKETBALL WINS O.T. THRILLER 

Apaches leave Corsicana victorious over Navarro, 86- 
84 after triple overtime Saturday, Feb. 25,2017. 

LAS MASCARAS CELEBRATES 90TH YEAR 

Founded on the same day as TJC, the drama club is 
the oldest organization on campus. 

FIRST B.S. STUDENT SOON TO GRADUATE 

Mandy Camp will become the first student to graduate 
from TJC with a Bachelor of Science in dental hygiene. 

SOFTBALL SPLITS EVEN IN CROSSOVER 

Lady Apaches split six games with 3-3 record during 
the Feb. 24-26 Region XIV Crossover Tournament. 

LIBERTY HALL HOSTS JAZZ FESTIVAL 

Saxophonist Ronald Carter will perform with TJC 
Jazz Ensembles at 7:30 p.m. on March 2 and 3,2017. 



A College Worship Experience 


Sunday Nights @ 5pm 
Friendly Baptist Church 

1903 East Front Street 
Tyler, TX 75702 ' 

903.592.1572 
www.friendlybaptist.org 


FREE FOOD 

Van pickup at Ornelas and Crossroads 
dorms at 4:30. 
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HTHALMIC MEDICAL 

Assisting others with one of life’s most preciousgifts... the gift of sight 


11 month program 


• great salary & benefits 

• great work environment 
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Tyler native reaches 40 years working for TJC 

John Hays, Spanish professor and department chair, recalls stories from decades of teaching 


Colten Sneed 

News Editor 


EN LA CLASE DE ESPANOL Professor Hays teaches his students to pronounce different types of drinks on Tuesday, Feb. 28,2017 
in Jenkins Hall. 


It has been said that coming back to one’s roots can be a 
good thing. Spanish Professor and Chair of Foreign Language 
Department John Hays has done just that. 

“This is my 40th year here at TJC. I grew up in Tyler and 
was a graduate of John Tyler High School. Most everybody, 
depending on the amount of money you had, went to SMU, 
TCU or University of Texas at Austin. I ended up at Tyler 
Junior College,” said Hays. 

After his time atTJC,Hays went on to further his education 
at Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches. Both 
in his time at TJC and SFA, Hays worked in the summer to 
pay for his education by driving an ambulance. With not many 
hours left at SFA, Hays had a unique opportunity that enabled 
him to travel out of the country. 

“I lacked six credit hours, as I can recall, to finish at 
Stephen F. Austin. I was driving an ambulance here in Tyler 
for a while,” said Hays. “The four days that I drove, I stayed 
at the office and the three days I went to school at Stephen F. 
Austin, I commuted. Then I went to the Peace Corps.” 

Spending over two years in the Peace Corps, Hays spent 
a majority of the time in South America, in the country of 
Paraguay. Once his time was complete in the Peace Corps, 
Hays came back to America with experiences many people 
never have. 

“It was a good time in Paraguay. I worked with dairy 
cows, rode plenty of horses, it sure was a two-year party. The 
only thing we had to worry about were monkeys that had 
rabies. We went to a party one time and there was a monkey. 
Everybody was playing with him and the monkey died it turns 
out,” said Hays. “They sent a memo shortly after, saying ‘If you 
played with that monkey you need to come get shots,’ so we 
did. It was not good, so I don’t play with monkeys anymore.” 

At SFA, Hays didn’t take Spanish as a major; he took it 
as his minor. Also at the time, he was not fluent. Hays credits 
his time in the Peace Corps for his fluency. Before teaching 
Spanish, Hays had his teaching certificate to teach history. 

“It just so happened that the Peace Corps came after my 
B. A. and so having gained my fluency, when I came back it was 
just a no-brainer to go to grad school because who wants to get 
a job,” said Hays, jokingly. 

After unsuccessfully finding a job, Hays attended the 
University of Houston to receive his Master’s degree in 
Spanish as a language. Once receiving his M.A., he returned 
to Tyler Junior College to teach. In his time teaching at TJC, 
Hays has traveled all over South America with students on 
school sponsored trips. 

“This year is trip number nine to Costa Rica. Before going 
to Costa Rica, we did Puebla (two hours outside of Mexico 
City) as well as Mexico City. We have done Guadalajara and 
Cancun probably about ten times. Sadly, we haven’t been 
able to take students to Venezuela or Paraguay due to cost 
expenses,” said Hays. 

This year the cost for the Costa Rica trip is $2,350. 
According to Hays, SSFAC added eight one-thousand- 


dollar scholarships for students, totaling $8,000. All of which 
were already awarded. The trips usually include three days of 
community service and tons of fun. 

“We have been going to the same places the past few 
years, three different little towns in Costa Rica,” said Hays. 
“We paint and caulk buildings, as well as clean them. We teach 
elementary school there also. After those two full days, we get 
on to the bus and go to the volcano. We also go to the beach 
and the big city.” 

Outside of traveling with TJC, Hays has traveled just 
about anywhere. Hays, though, has a different way of traveling. 
He doesn’t stay in hotels but at boarding houses. He travels to 
meet the people and learn the language. 

“If you don’t like the people, you’ll never learn the language, 
and vice-versa. I end up spending a lot of time with old ladies 
on front porches. One that comes to mind is Nicaragua,” said 
Hays. “I was on a porch with a woman in 1979, just after the 
country was taken over by the Sandinistas, and I asked where 
her son was, and she said at the meeting, the block meeting. 
After asking why she didn’t go, she told me ‘They don’t 


care what old ladies like me think,’ so I’ve had a lot of great 
conversations and relationships with lots of old people.” 

After 40 years of teaching, Hays has a particular teaching 
style for his class. Also, he has been with TJC the entire time 
and has seen many people come through and a lot of changes. 

“I like to make a point. Bringing what someone thinks 
is complex and making it simple for them is great. If you can 
break the pieces down, then build them back up it makes a 
lot of sense. As far as changes go, IT. has been the biggest 
one by far. I won’t say good or bad changes, but I will say it’s 
been earth-shaking,” said Hays. “Students have also changed 
completely. Dress has changed; style has changed, as well as 
attention-span and conversation. It has all changed.” 

Hays has many stories and experiences after 40 years of 
teaching at Tyler Junior College. He is pleased to have spent 
many years here and even after 40 years, he is looking forward 
to many more to come. 

For more information about Spanish classes or other 
foreign languages offered, go to www.tjc.edu/foreignlanguages. 


English professor publishes fourth novel of her series this spring 


Symone Sheppard 

Staff Writer 

“The moment she saw the letter, she knew. 
The London postmark gave it away. Noelle set 
down her keys and coffee, deciding to abandon 
the rest of her Saturday errands. She needed to 
take this letter to the ocean.” 

These are the words crafted by Tyler Junior 
College Professor, Traci Borum that introduce 
the setting to her Chilton Crosse novels. Borum 
is currently a professor of English, and is in the 
process of releasing her newest novel. 

“This book is the fourth book in a series of 
women’s fiction books set in England,” Borum 
explained. 

Even in the middle of a busy rush at 
Starbucks, Borum’s demeanor was contrasting in 
comparison. She placed her hands gently in her 
lap as she continued. 

“This particular title is ‘Savoring the 
Seasons,’ and it focuses on the main character 
who is a baker who takes care of her 90-year-old 
father. She’s got quite a full life, and is surprised 
by a new love who comes into her life.” 

“Savoring the Seasons” is a new stand-alone 
addition to her Chilton Crosse novels, which 
means that each book in the series is set in the 
same village, and each new book focuses on a 
different character in the village. 

“There are lot’s of different elements, and 
I had a lot of fun writing it,” Borum said. She 
enjoys everything British, including Masterpiece 
Theater, and appreciates the little things in life 
such as a nice cup of hot chocolate. Borum’s 
novels are well-received by her colleagues. 

“I’ve known Traci for a long time, well 
before she published her first novel,” said Karen 
Peterson, Borum’s colleague, and a professor of 
English at Tyler Junior College. “She is one of 
the most dedicated writers I know and what I 
find inspiring is that she writes for the joy of 
writing. She didn’t just write just to be published; 
she wrote because there was a story inside her 
that needed to be told. She absolutely inspires 

n 

me. 

Dr. Linda Gary is the Dean of Humanities, 
Communications and Fine Arts and is also a fan 
of Borum’s work 

rwmmmmmmmmmmmmm 


“If you can have a professor in any field who 
publishes their work, they’re constantly involved 
in their discipline and building their skills. What 
better person to learn from who actually applies 
and practices their learning in such a way,“ 
said Gary. “[She] inspires students because she 
practices what she preaches.” 

Borum is pleased with the support her 


“She didn’t just write just to be 
published; she wrote because 
there was a story inside her that 
needed to be told. She absolutely 
inspires me.” 

-Karen Peterson 
TJC English Professor 


family and friends give her and fondly talks 
about one family member in particular. 

“My father passed away three years ago of 
brain cancer, but he was very supportive of my 
writing and right before he passed away he knew 
that I got the publishing contract,” said Borum. 
“He never got to see the book in print, but he 
did know that I was on that path. That was very 
sweet.” 

“Savoring the Seasons”is set to be published 
in spring of 2017. Borum likes to inspire her own 
students to write every day and to pursue their 
dreams of becoming published authors. 

“I think I try to encourage them to start 
with where they are and follow their own 
passion,” Borum said. “I have them write every 
day, I get them in the habit of writing and learn 
to enjoy the process of writing, and I hope that 
motivates them too. I hope that my own story is 
inspiring enough because I’m very honest with 
them. I’ve written 11 novels, and four of them 
now are published.” 

While “Painting the Moon,” and her other 
novels can be found in bookstores or on websites 
such as Amazon, Daniel Mackenzie Patron, 
services manager at the Vaughn Library says that 
the library has a copy of the novel for students 
to check out. 



Courtesy Photo 


INSPIRATION The artwork for Borum’s (left) novels were inspired by her grandmother’s own art 
work, some of which is hanging behind her. 







































